


Questions explored:

• What do the terms refugee, immigrant and asylum seeker mean?

• How does labelling people often make us fear or misjudge them?

• Why are many people having to leave their homes?

• What influence does our passport have on our freedom?

• What do we all need to feel safe?

• What is it like to live in a refugee camp?

• What does it mean to feel at home?

• How can we make new people feel welcome in our communities?

Contents of the topic

A downloadable box of lesson plans for KS1&2, 

with each week offering a 60 minute lesson on 

the following:

WEEK 1 | Seeking Safety

WEEK 2 | The Power of Words

WEEK 3 | Freedom to Move

WEEK 4 | New Beginnings
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Aims and Objectives

Pupils will practise skills of critical thinking & questioning, deep listening and empathy building. Lessons will encourage 

students to engage in a series of reflective, discursive and creative exercises, exploring the stories of people who have 

been forced to leave their homes across the world in order to find safety.

Pupils will explore and connect with stories of migrants, looking at the language and emotions that are used when 

talking about refugees and immigrants, and the impact of words on our perceptions. They will learn about some of the 

differences between people’s privileges and opportunities to move freely around the world depending upon their 

passport, as well as learning about why some people have to leave their homes and countries, and what some of the 

challenges in their lives might be when trying to find safety in a new place. 



Key Stage 1: Our KS1 curriculum is all based around animal stories. Each of our topics is 

explored through a bespoke picture-book story at the beginning of each lesson, engaging 

children in some of the key themes and ideas of the topic in simple, accessible and exciting 

ways.  All of the stories contain non-human creatures as the central characters and engage 

children in learning about wider social issues through metaphor, symbols and themed 

narratives. Lessons develop key skills of discussion, active listening, critical thinking, empathy 

building and global citizenship.

J O U R N E Y S

Key Stage 2: Our KS2 curriculum follows a similar structure to KS1, with each topic  starting 

with a short video or activity (whereas KS1 lessons all start with a story).  All KS1 and KS2 

topics contain four separate 1-hour lesson plans exploring a range of activities to help pupils 

to engage, understand, explore perspectives and feel empowered about the topic. 

Each ThoughtBox topic comes with a scheme of work which links to PSHE and SMSC learning 

objectives as well as wider learning objectives within key National Curriculum subjects.  

KS1 STORY SUMMARY: Fox and his friends embark on a long journey to find themselves a new home after the Great Fire of the 

Forest destroys their homes. After facing lots of unwelcoming people along the way, they finally find a place they can call 

home, but soon realise that everything is completely different to the way they used to do things back home…


