
ThoughtBox topic link – Social Perspectives  

 
 

thoughtboxeducation.com 

DESIGN & TECHNOLOGY 

ThoughtBox Take-Away: Where do we all belong? 

What does it mean to be a refugee? Why are so many people leaving home? How 
powerful is the passport that you were born into, and why is it that some passports allow 

easy migration into new countries, and others don’t? 

Learning objectives  

To understand some of the root issues causing global mass migration, as well as engaging more 

empathically with the reality of living as a refugee.  

Introduction 

As the global migration crisis continues across the world, more and more people are finding themselves 

forced to leave home, often without any desire to do so. Understanding some of the root causes of mass 

migration is an important step in learning to empathise with the millions of people finding themselves 

displaced across the world. The questions of where people are able to migrate to and call home, as well 

as who decides where we all belong are becoming more important than ever to discuss. 

Activity  
 

  

Take a look at the following video about temporary housing by Better Shelter 

Providing temporary housing and shelter is a huge issue in light of the ever-growing number of people 

being forced to leave home and take up refugee status. There are many organisations, charities and 

NGOs working across the world to create easy and accessible shelter options to provide a temporary 

shelter for people.  

Create a design board of temporary shelters, exploring five (or more) different designs created as 

shelters for displaced people, highlighting the positives and negatives of each design and explaining 

some of the key features that it has. You can use this website which showcases ten designs, or you can 

find some of your own through your own research.  

In your design board you should include the following: 

 Name and production company creating the design 

 Materials used and assembly instructions / ease 

 Production costs 

 Location and accessibility (who is using this shelter and where) 

 Humane features (imagine how you would feel living there) 

 Some of the positive features 

 Some of the negative features 

You may wish to rank the shelters in order of efficiency, comfort, affordability, accessibility etc. or simply 

critique each one. 

Resources 

 Ikea Foundation (website) 

 Dignified shelter (article) 

 UNHCR Shelter (website/campaign) 

 Refugee camps (selection of articles)  

 The truth about asylum (article) 

 Life inside a refugee camp (video/article) 

 Airbnb housing refugees (video/article) 

http://www.bettershelter.org/we-consider-this-our-house-now/
https://www.greenprophet.com/2014/03/pros-and-cons-10-refugee-shelters/
https://www.ikeafoundation.org/stories/storieshome-refugee-without-one/
https://www.designweek.co.uk/issues/8-14-may-2017/bath-university-takes-project-design-dignified-refugee-shelters/
http://www.unhcr.org/uk/shelter.html
https://www.dezeen.com/tag/refugee-camps/
https://www.refugeecouncil.org.uk/policy_research/the_truth_about_asylum?gclid=CjwKEAjwmf6-BRDi9fSN7Ijt1wUSJAASawcjOiQsYnfbtA5_WWWz2g0TgGv4wLFxMJZUm1x9wrDHWBoCFw3w_wcB
http://www.bbc.co.uk/newsround/35842380
http://fortune.com/2017/06/07/airbnb-refugees-housing/
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 Related videos 

 Help is Coming 

 Aslan and Rose 

 Conversations about home at the 
deportation centre 

 From Syria – a family’s journey 

 Passport power 

 Climate migrants 

 Warsan Shire – Home 

 

Interesting articles 

 Story of a 12 year old          

 Immigration in pictures          

 American killings          

 The Immigration Lies          

 Is Britain criminally stupid?         

  Expat or Immigrant?          

 Anthropology and Migrants 

 

Relevant organisations and campaigns 

 Integr8 UK 

 Do It 

 Gatwick Detainees Welfare Group 

 Refugee Action 

 Trinity Centre 

 Red Cross 

 Refugee Action 
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Thought-provoking podcasts 

 Re-thinking Europe’s asylum  

 Dreamers on Immigration          

 European crisis          

 Refugee studies centre 

 Refugees – how to help 

 

 Refugee Council 

 Fair Planet 

 Wiki Dot 

 UNHCR 

 Asylum Aid 

 DEEP France 

 Support Refugees 

 

http://www.theguardian.com/world/video/2015/sep/11/help-is-coming-benedict-cumberbatch-crowded-house-refugees-video
a.http://www.theguardian.com/world/video/2015/sep/19/syrian-refugee-dog-video
https://vimeo.com/164022700
https://vimeo.com/164022700
b.https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ubGhzVdnhQw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DgumQNbHJ3E
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TfApEWsHLBM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=M2uCF4-FOPI
https://www.warchild.org.uk/impact/stories/salma
http://www.bbc.com/news/world-europe-34131911
http://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2015/oct/12/obama-immigration-deportations-central-america
http://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2015/oct/06/theresa-may-immigration-threat-britain?CMP=fb_gu
http://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2015/apr/20/britain-criminally-stupid-race-immigration?CMP=fb_gu
http://www.thelocal.de/20140617/are-you-an-expat-or-immigrant-in-germany
http://www.antropologi.info/blog/anthropology/2011/expats-and-migrants
https://integr8uk.org/
https://do-it.org/
https://www.gdwg.org.uk/
http://www.refugee-action.org.uk/
http://www.thetrinitycentre.org/dost/index.html
http://www.redcross.org.uk/What-we-do/Refugee-support/Other-organisations
http://www.refugee-action.org.uk/
https://www.immigrationlab.org/2017/11/30/rethinking-europes-asylum-system/
http://onpoint.wbur.org/2015/01/08/immigration-reform-executive-action-dreamers
http://onpoint.wbur.org/2015/09/09/migrant-crisis-europe-isis-us-politics
https://soundcloud.com/refugeestudiescentre
http://onpoint.wbur.org/2015/09/16/syrian-refugee-crisis-how-to-help
http://www.refugeecouncil.org.uk/what_we_do/supporting_refugee_community_organisations
http://www.fairplanet.org/story/refugee-activism-you-cant-evict-a-movement/
http://refugeemap.wikidot.com/refugee-organisations
http://www.unhcr.org.uk/
http://www.asylumaid.org.uk/
https://globaldeepnetwork.org/france/
https://www.supportrefugees.org.uk/national-organisations/

