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ThoughtBox Take-Away: Where do we all belong? 

What does it mean to be a refugee? Why are so many people leaving home? 
How powerful is the passport that you were born into, and why is it that 

some passports allow easy migration into new countries, and others don’t? 

Learning objectives  

To understand some of the root issues causing global mass migration, as well as engaging more 

empathically with the reality of living as a refugee.  

Introduction 

As the global migration crisis continues across the world, more and more people are finding themselves 

forced to leave home, often without any desire to do so. Understanding some of the root causes of mass 

migration is an important step in learning to empathise with the millions of people finding themselves 

displaced across the world. The questions of where people are able to migrate to and call home, as well 

as who decides where we all belong are becoming more important than ever to discuss. 

Activity 

Listen to or watch the following video from Warsan Shire entitled Conversations about home at the 

deportation centre N.B. This contains some swear words at the end 

This poem is trying to engage with the human stories and emotions behind refugees’ stories, allowing 

us to engage more empathically with how it feels to leave home. Using ideas from Warsan Shire’s poem, 

as well as research using the links below, write a creative piece with the title “Where do we all belong?” 

To help you to gain ideas, you may wish to think about: 

 What it means to feel at “home” 

 What it means to belong 

 Who decides where we are all able to stay 

 Some of the emotions involved with being forced to leave home 

 The emotions involved with having no idea where home is 

 Some of the negative stereotypes and biases that the media presents towards refugees 

 The language (positive and negative) that is used by the media to describe people who are 

searching for home. 

The following poem from Brian Bilston entitled Refugees may also help to give some inspiration about 

the different ways that we can respond to the current refugee crisis.  

Your creative response can be written in whichever form you choose – a poem, a letter, a story, a 

speech, a reflection etc.  
 

  

Resources 

 I welcome refugees (website / campaign) 

 Home (video) 

 Walking in their shoes (article) 

 Apathy, empathy and art (article) 

 Refugee journeys (website) 

 How to write about refugees (article) 

 Refugee voices (website) 

https://vimeo.com/164022700
https://vimeo.com/164022700
https://paulwilkinson.files.wordpress.com/2017/02/refugees-poem.jpg?w=749&h=1024
https://www.amnesty.org/en/get-involved/i-welcome/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ybTM-aaJxS0
https://www.newstatesman.com/culture/2015/07/will-walking-shoes-syrian-refugee-or-etonian-help-you-empathise-roman-krznaric
https://anthropolitanblog.wordpress.com/2017/08/10/apathy-empathy-and-art-reflections-on-engaging-refugee-narratives-iii/
http://www.redcross.org.uk/What-we-do/Teaching-resources/Lesson-plans/The-Long-Road
https://thedevelopmentset.com/how-to-write-about-refugees-a-manifesto-666bb80c6a77
http://www.refugee-action.org.uk/refugee-voices/
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Related videos 

 Help is Coming 

 Aslan and Rose 

 Conversations about home 

 From Syria – a family’s journey 

 Passport power 

 Climate migrants 

 Warsan Shire – Home 

 

Interesting articles 

 Story of a 12 year old          

 Immigration in pictures          

 American killings          

 The Immigration Lies          

 Is Britain criminally stupid?         

  Expat or Immigrant?          

 Anthropology and Migrants 

 

Relevant organisations and campaigns 

 Integr8 UK 

 Do It 

 Gatwick Detainees Welfare Group 

 Refugee Action 

 Trinity Centre 

 Red Cross 

 Refugee Action 
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Thought-provoking podcasts 

 Re-thinking Europe’s asylum  

 Dreamers on Immigration          

 European crisis          

 Refugee studies centre 

 Refugees – how to help 

 

 Refugee Council 

 Fair Planet 

 Wiki Dot 

 UNHCR 

 Asylum Aid 

 DEEP France 

 Support Refugees 

 

http://www.theguardian.com/world/video/2015/sep/11/help-is-coming-benedict-cumberbatch-crowded-house-refugees-video
a.http://www.theguardian.com/world/video/2015/sep/19/syrian-refugee-dog-video
https://vimeo.com/164022700
b.https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ubGhzVdnhQw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DgumQNbHJ3E
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TfApEWsHLBM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=M2uCF4-FOPI
https://www.warchild.org.uk/impact/stories/salma
http://www.bbc.com/news/world-europe-34131911
http://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2015/oct/12/obama-immigration-deportations-central-america
http://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2015/oct/06/theresa-may-immigration-threat-britain?CMP=fb_gu
http://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2015/apr/20/britain-criminally-stupid-race-immigration?CMP=fb_gu
http://www.thelocal.de/20140617/are-you-an-expat-or-immigrant-in-germany
http://www.antropologi.info/blog/anthropology/2011/expats-and-migrants
https://integr8uk.org/
https://do-it.org/
https://www.gdwg.org.uk/
http://www.refugee-action.org.uk/
http://www.thetrinitycentre.org/dost/index.html
http://www.redcross.org.uk/What-we-do/Refugee-support/Other-organisations
http://www.refugee-action.org.uk/
https://www.immigrationlab.org/2017/11/30/rethinking-europes-asylum-system/
http://onpoint.wbur.org/2015/01/08/immigration-reform-executive-action-dreamers
http://onpoint.wbur.org/2015/09/09/migrant-crisis-europe-isis-us-politics
https://soundcloud.com/refugeestudiescentre
http://onpoint.wbur.org/2015/09/16/syrian-refugee-crisis-how-to-help
http://www.refugeecouncil.org.uk/what_we_do/supporting_refugee_community_organisations
http://www.fairplanet.org/story/refugee-activism-you-cant-evict-a-movement/
http://refugeemap.wikidot.com/refugee-organisations
http://www.unhcr.org.uk/
http://www.asylumaid.org.uk/
https://globaldeepnetwork.org/france/
https://www.supportrefugees.org.uk/national-organisations/

