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ThoughtBox project: Rubbish Sculptures 
 
What is waste and where does our rubbish all go? What is the impact on the 

natural world of human rubbish? How can we reduce the amount of rubbish we 

throw away? What does ‘zero-waste’ mean? 

 
Learning objectives  
To understand that some of the materials we use on a daily basis can be harmful to the environment 
 
Subject curriculum links 

 Use a range of materials creatively 

 Use drawing, painting and sculpture to share ideas, experiences and imagination 

 Develop a wide range of art and design techniques 

 Improve mastery of art and design techniques 
 
Resources needed 
A big pile of rubbish – use every day items and a good mix of materials. You could include crisp packets, 
cereal boxes, plastic bottles, yoghurt pots. Avoid anything with sharp edges and glass. Children could 
bring things in from home over a few weeks. You will also need something to stick things together to 
create the sculptures i.e. glue, masking tape, string. 
 
Introduction 
Waste is all around us, we use a wide range of different materials in modern society – all of which have 
helped to make life easier for humans. Many of the materials are not so easy for the natural 
environment. Plastics, metals, paper, glass all need to be treated differently when recycled most of them 
can’t be composted.  
 
Activity  
 

  

Take a look at this video Salvaged Form  
 
Michelle Reader is the artist in the film, she makes sculptures from materials and objects that have been 
thrown away. 
 
Over the last few weeks, we have been collecting our rubbish to turn into sculptures. We are going to 
look at some of these materials more closely and make some sculptures to highlight the problem with 
our rubbish. We’ll work in small groups. In your groups, choose a theme – it could be an animal that you 
have learnt about that is perhaps affected by landfill rubbish or by rubbish in the oceans. Next decide on 
which materials you want to use – it could be a mix or you might want to stick to one kind, for example, 
all plastic or all paper/card. 
 
Once we have created the sculptures, we can organise an exhibition for the rest of the school to see. 
 
Reflection 
Working with materials creatively can help us to think about how we use them and what we do with 
them when we no longer have use for them. Here are a few questions to discuss as a class. 
 

 Which materials did you choose to work with and why? 

 What impact do you think those materials have on the environment and other living things? 

 What creative ideas did you have? What inspired you? 

 What techniques did you use to create your sculpture? 

 Were you in inspired by Michelle’s work in the video in any way? 

 What did you learn about using different materials from Michelle’s video? 

 What could we do with our rubbish instead of throwing it away? 

https://www.thoughtboxeducation.com/primary
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=J2Gz0JqGzkk

