
Who lives in the Amazon?

Did you know that many groups 

of people have been living in 

the Amazon for thousands of 

years? These people depend on 

the rainforest for shelter, food 

and medicine and have learnt 

how to use the rainforest to 

fulfil all of their needs 

without harming it.

Let’s meet some of the 

people that live there…

If you want to find out more, why not visit 

some of these websites which have loads of 

information about the Amazon rainforest:

http://wwf.panda.org/

https://www.rainforest-alliance.org/

https://tropical-rainforest-facts.com/

https://kids.kiddle.co/Kayapo_people

http://wwf.panda.org/
https://www.rainforest-alliance.org/
https://tropical-rainforest-facts.com/
https://kids.kiddle.co/Kayapo_people


The Kayapo tribe by the side of the Xingu River in the eastern part of the 

Amazon. There are around 8,500 Kayapo people left in the world. 

Kayapo call themselves "Mebengokre", which means "people of the 

water place".

. 

The Kayapo Tribe

Everything is shared in the community. 

Each family has its private property 

(home, field, tools), but everything is 

there for common good of the village. 

Nobody is ever left hungry- every fish 

caught or piece of fruit gathered is 

always shared.

Kayapo people avoid talking badly about 

others. If the chiefs discover something 

like that, they organise a community 

meeting to solve the problem.



Kayapo people have a very 

decorative and colourful 

appearance, using face and 

body paint, beads and 

feathers. 

Women shave a distinctive V 

shape into their hair on the 

top of their scalp as 

decoration.

The Kayapo communities live closely with one another and really help 

each other. 

Uncles and aunts, godparents and grandparents play important roles in 

the education of children. Children play a lot and in games they often 

imitate the adults to learn some of their traditions.

Some of the Kayapo men still have 

disks (plates) in their lower lip, to 

show status and power. 

This tradition is mainly seen 

among older people. 


