
Who lives in the Amazon?

Did you know that many groups 

of people have been living in 

the Amazon for thousands of 

years? These people depend on 

the rainforest for shelter, food 

and medicine and have learnt 

how to use the rainforest to 

fulfil all of their needs 

without harming it.

Let’s meet some of the 

people that live there…

If you want to find out more, why not visit 

some of these websites which have loads of 

information about the Amazon rainforest:

http://wwf.panda.org/

https://www.rainforest-alliance.org/

https://tropical-rainforest-facts.com/

http://www.bbc.co.uk/tribe/tribes/matis/

http://wwf.panda.org/
https://www.rainforest-alliance.org/
https://tropical-rainforest-facts.com/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/tribe/tribes/matis/


The Matis are a very small tribe of only about 300 individuals. The two 

villages where the Matis live are located in a protected area in the 

Amazon.

The Matis Tribe

Most of their food is found 

through hunting animals, such as 

monkeys.

They catch them by using 

blowguns with poisoned darts 

using natural poisons found in the 

rainforest.

Matis houses are usually build 

around a central house called a 

longhouse on top of a low hill. 

The longhouse is an important 

part of village life, a bit like a 

village hall or community centre. 



As well as hunting, the Matis

fish for food. However they 

do not use hooks or nets but 

instead they use their 

knowledge of the plants of 

the jungle.

They find a plant 

called huaca which they mix 

together with clay from the 

ground.

When they add this mixture to 

the lake or river, it reduces a 

lot of the oxygen in the water 

and so the fish float to the 

Rituals and celebrations are an 

important part of their lives.  

Many of these are about 

having fun in the longhouse 

and dressing up to be like 

different animals and 

creatures.

Preparing for the celebrations 

often involves painting bright 

pigments on their bodies, 

wearing masks and sometimes 

covering their bodies with clay. 

surface where the Matis are waiting to catch them!

The Matis know many other secrets of the plants of the jungle, including 

for making medicines.


