
Who lives in the Amazon?

Did you know that many groups 

of people have been living in 

the Amazon for thousands of 

years? These people depend on 

the rainforest for shelter, food 

and medicine and have learnt 

how to use the rainforest to 

fulfil all of their needs 

without harming it.

Let’s meet some of the 

people that live there…

If you want to find out more, why not visit 

some of these websites which have loads of 

information about the Amazon rainforest:

http://wwf.panda.org/

https://www.rainforest-alliance.org/

https://tropical-rainforest-facts.com/

https://kids.kiddle.co/Yanomami

http://wwf.panda.org/
https://www.rainforest-alliance.org/
https://tropical-rainforest-facts.com/
https://kids.kiddle.co/Yanomami


The Yanomami are a tribe living in the Amazon rainforests, where they 

have lived there for thousands of years. There are around 20,000 

Yanomami left in the world. 

The word "Yanomami" means "human being".
. 

The Yanomami Tribe

They live in large shelters 

called shabonos, made with wood, 

straw and palm leaves. These 

shelters have between 50 and 400 

people living in them and are oval 

shaped with a big open area in the 

middle. 

They rebuild their houses every couple of years 

as they are fragile and easily damaged by storms.



. 

The women weave baskets 

using bark and roots, which 

they use to carry crops and 

other food back to the 

house. 

Yanomami children are 

expected to help their 

parents with household 

chores from a very early age.

Like most tribes in the Amazon, their 

daily tasks are divided up between the 

men and the women. 

Men go out each day and hunt for 

animals such as pumas and sloths. 

Women look after their families and 

grow their own crops, such as plantain. 

They also go out and gather food such 

as nuts, fruit and insects and fish. 

Rituals are a very important part of 

Yanomami culture. The Yanomami 

celebrate a good harvest with a big feast 

and invite all of the nearby villages. 

The village members bring large amounts 

of food, which helps keep everyone 

happy in their ‘neighbourhood’. 

They also decorate their bodies with 

feathers and flowers and crafts. 


