
Who lives in the Amazon?

Did you know that the Amazon 

rainforest has the biggest 

collection of plants and animal 

species in the whole world?! 

One in five of all the fish and 

the bird species in the world 

lives in the forests and rivers in 

the Amazon!

Let’s meet some of the 

ANIMALS that live there…

If you want to find out more, why not visit some of these websites 

which have loads of information about the Amazon rainforest:

https://www.rainforest-alliance.org

https://www.worldwildlife.org

http://kinooze.com/amazon-wildlife/

https://www.rainforest-alliance.org/
https://www.worldwildlife.org/
http://kinooze.com/amazon-wildlife/


NAME: Sloth

AGE: Between 10-16 years

DESCRIPTION: Very thick grey and 

brown fur and very long sharp 

claws

LIKES TO EAT: Mainly leaves which 

they chew with their tongue!

BEHAVIOUR: Sleeping in the trees 

for 10 hours a day and moving 

only as necessary.

INTERESTING FACTS: Sloths are very slow – they move along the ground 

at just 2 metres per minute! In the trees they are slightly quicker at 3 

metres per minute! 

Click here for a quick video from National Geographic.

NAME: Howler Monkey

AGE: Around 15-20 years

DESCRIPTION: Thick dark brown hair and 

a brown face with a very strong gripping 

tail and an acute sense of smell.

LIKES TO EAT: Mainly leaves, with some 

occasional nuts, fruits and flowers.

BEHAVIOUR: They are normally found in 

the treetop canopies and travel around 

in groups of around 15 monkeys, 

including their offspring.

INTERESTING FACTS: Howler monkeys are the loudest land animal in the 

world. Their roaring, howling sounds can carry for over 20 miles! 

Click here for a quick video from National Geographic.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SRxXFzEiZvY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QKYBuYhleYo


NAME: Anaconda
AGE: Around 10  years

DESCRIPTION: Dark green in colour 
with alternating oval black spots.

LIKES TO EAT: Large fish, rodents, 
caiman (relatives of crocodiles), 
wild pigs, small deer and even
jaguars!

BEHAVIOUR: They prefer living mainly in water. They wrap their bodies 
around their prey and squeeze until it stops breathing.
INTERESTING FACTS: It is the largest snake in the world, growing up 
to 9m long and weighing as much as 227kg. That's longer than six ten-
year-olds lying head to foot, and heavier than all of them put together!

Click for a quick video from National Geographic.

NAME: Jaguar

AGE: 12-15 years

DESCRIPTION: Orange fur with black 

spots called “rosettes” because they 

are shaped like roses.

LIKES TO EAT: Meat and fish from a 

range of mammals

BEHAVIOUR: Jaguars live alone and 

spend a lot of their time climbing 

and sitting in trees to get a good 

view of the forest.

INTERESTING FACTS: This is one of the world’s largest and most powerful 

cats – the largest in the Amazon. It has the strongest bite out of all the 

big cats.

Click for a quick video from National Geographic.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=F9Bjj7X_0Uo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UY5Ts3p6ZMI

