
Who lives in the Amazon?

Did you know that the Amazon 

rainforest has the biggest 

collection of plants and animal 

species in the whole world?! 

One in five of all the fish and 

the bird species in the world 

lives in the forests and rivers in 

the Amazon!

Let’s meet some of the 

INSECTS that live there…

If you want to find out more, why not visit some of these websites 

which have loads of information about the Amazon rainforest:

https://www.rainforest-alliance.org

https://www.worldwildlife.org

http://kinooze.com/amazon-wildlife/

https://www.rainforest-alliance.org/
https://www.worldwildlife.org/
http://kinooze.com/amazon-wildlife/


NAME: Goliath Bird Eating Spider

AGE: 3-6 years for males, 15-20 
years for females

DESCRIPTION: Brown hair with dark 
stripes on their legs

LIKES TO EAT: Mainly insects but 
can also eat rodents, snakes, bats 
and small birds
BEHAVIOUR: They live in burrows 
that they dig or that other animals 
have left behind. 

INTERESTING FACTS: They are the second largest spider in the world. 
They can make a type of hissing noise by rubbing their legs together.

NAME: Praying Mantis

AGE: One year

DESCRIPTION: Large heads, small 
grasshopper-like jaws, and large leg 
segments 
LIKES TO EAT: Beetles, butterflies, 
grasshoppers and other mantids, 
spiders, and small vertebrates such 
as small frogs, lizards, mice, and 
hummingbirds.

IBEHAVIOUR: Praying mantis have great eyesight and catch their prey with 
powerful forelegs, hold it in place, and devour it using their strong jaws.
NTERESTING FACTS: Mantis are also one of the only insects that can turn 
their heads.

Click to watch a quick video about the Praying Mantis.

Click to watch a quick video about the Goliath Spider

https://video.nationalgeographic.com/video/00000144-0a2a-d3cb-a96c-7b2f9e740000
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ri5BQdURq9k


NAME: Leafcutter ants

AGE: Three to five weeks

DESCRIPTION: Brown shiny bodies 

with large jaws

LIKES TO EAT: They use the leaves 

they collect to grow fungus in their 

nests which they then eat 

BEHAVIOUR: They use their large 

jaws to cut up leaves to carry the 

pieces back to their nest. 

INTERESTING FACTS: They are able to carry things in their jaws that are 

up to 50 times heavier than they are! They can easily be spotted by the 

long lines they create as they carry their leafy supplies as these lines can 

be up to 30 metres long!

Click to watch a quick video about leafcutter ants.

NAME: Blue Morpho Butterfly.

AGE: 115 days

DESCRIPTION: Bright blue 

colouring on very large wings of 

up to 20cm long

LIKES TO EAT: They drink the 

juices of rotting fruit 

BEHAVIOUR: These butterflies are 

most active when the sun is 

shining.. 

INTERESTING FACTS: Only the males are blue. They drink using their 

proboscis which is a long mouth part (a bit like a straw) which lets 

them suck up the juice from fruits.

Click to watch a quick video about Blue Morpho Butterflies.

https://youtu.be/OuInX_lsI8g
https://video.nationalgeographic.com/video/untamed/0000015f-97f2-dfa4-abff-fff67c520000

